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The Sultanate of Oman aims to achieve "Oman 2040" vision and create an "integrated
institutional community partnership that encourages citizen to participate in the
deliberations and discussions of public affairs.In this regard, social media seem to facilitate
in the participation and intereation of Omanis in the "Virtual Public Sphere". This study aims
to explore the indicators and characteristics of the virtual public sphere in Oman and
answers two main questions: What are the indicators of the virtual public sphere in Oman?
and what are the key characteristics of this virtual public sphere in the Omani context?
The social media sample is based on the "Twitter" hashtag 9th Shura Council Elections
during the period between 14 October and 4 November 20189.

This study employs a mixed analysis method (quantitative and qualitative), for a random
sample of 404 tweets, and a gualitative analysis sample of five tweets (comments and
responses). Results indicate the realization of the indicators of the virtual public sphere in
Oman, in terms of the multiplicity of public issues raised, the multiplicity of actors, the
rational discussions and dialogue based on arguments and evidence, and the ethics of
discussion standards in the public sphere. It can be argued that the virtual public sphere in
Oman guarantees and ensures the right of access and community participation. It is
characterized by inclusiveness, rationality and civility,and has no verbal violence or insults.
The Omani virtual public sphere is also characterized by the weakness of discussions. It is
more of a sphere for appearance and prominence. It indicates a change of communication,
the crystallization of a community participation, constructive criticism, balanced dialogue,
and respect for different views.

Virtual public sphere, social media, Shura Council elections, community participation
community engagement, Sultanate of Oman.
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